Student Summaries – Level 3

Bitter Water Dispute Almost Over?  By Simon Vale

· There’s a water dispute between a meat company and a local dairy farmer

· It has been going on for a while

· The meat company has been going a while and using the stream to get water.  They are just trying to protect their company’s substantial investment at the site.

· The dairy farmer has been given consent to pump water out of the stream as well, This will enable him to have 100 more stock

· They have been discussing options to take such as pumping from other areas with a larger pump and signing a mitigation allowing them to only pump when levels are appropriate.

· The discussion is still going on.

Who has the rights to the water? Is this fair?
Irrigation Scheme Bears Fruit by Leisa

· As rainfall figures continued to decline grapes have been pushing the demand for water.  Demand for good land led Marlborough grape growers to investigate funding their own irrigation scheme.

· The scheme, funded entirely by participating landowners – with no input at all from the district council or the taxpayer.

· By tweaking pipe sizes, along the 22km pipeline, the initial water allocation of 11.5 cubic metres daily was increased to 15 cubic metres per day, relatively low in relation to some Marlborough figures, so was decided to cap the number of shareholders because of the danger of over reaching capacity.  No water is available outside the catchment area.

· The best philosophy from the outset was to obtain the best possible irrigation scheme.

Should this privately funded irrigation scheme be ‘closed’ to other potential users in the area?
Waitaki Water Plan by Hannah

A draft water allocation has been released.

· Government has got an independent resource management consultant to help individuals and communities draw up their submissions.

· It establishes environmental flows and allocates water between the following uses:  town and community water supplies, industrial and commercial, tourism and recreation facilities, ag and hort, future unknown activities and hydro-electricity generation

· Hobbs is urging interested parties to obtain a copy of the plan and consider making a submission

· There was a fund set up in Dec 2003 to help the community groups take part, the fund ceased after the passing of a special Waitaki legalisation to establish a board to develop the water allocation plan.

What are the different viewpoints that would be expressed regarding the allocation/use of this water?
Inefficient Irrigation Highlighted

· In Hawkes Bay 15 farms were assessed but only 6 had efficient irrigation

· These farms have a lot of H20 wastage by wind, leaking pipes and also energy wastage.

What issues does inefficient water use raise?
Irrigation Draft Study by Brad

· After two years of research, document writing and public meetings the Manawatu – Wanganui Regional Council released its draft Water Allocation Policy for public comment

· Estimated economic value of $2.6 billion to area

· Horizons are the first Regional Council to produce a water allocation policy as required by the Resource Management Act.

· However it is estimated that value to agriculture in region was just $146 million

· Horizons policy manager Greg Carlyon says the draft policy has been developed to guide the regional council in managing its water in a sustainable manner.

· Carlyon said they had to answer many difficult questions, like why we need water, how much water is used, what affects our water and are the issues facing our future water resources, before they could draft this policy

· It is difficult because this is the first of this type of policy in New Zealand

· Public opinion was taken into account before writing the draft
What does a water allocation policy ‘do’?
Water Gold Rush Ruins Fisheries by Emma Jordan

· Irrigation is suspected to double over the next decade

· 130% increase in irrigated land in Canterbury since 1985.  Because of this many small streams and rivers were badly affected and fisheries ruined.

· 30% decline in angling on lowland streams in Canterbury between 1993 and 2001.

· Irrigators have opposed metering of the water, for fear of water charges.

· Annual electricity bills on large dairy farms have exceeded $600,000.

· Lynton Dairy Ltd spend $18million on developing a farm at Te Pirita without securing a water permit.  The 3000 cow farm required 560l/second.  A neighbouring farmer objected and the rural opinion supported him, ECan said no to Lynton Diary Ltd.

· 21 schemes (storage dams, etc) are being used across the South Island

· The allocation of water will take place through big public decisions

· Irrigators control 77% of New Zealand extractive water use.  They pay no rental for using this public resource but when they put it on their land it more than doubles its market value.

· The government has an RMA reform programme underway and the National Party is also wanting changes to the Act;

Should the general public have the ability to control how water is used/allocated when the majority of them are unaffected?
Making the most of stony land by Shaun Good

· The whole farm development project including resource consents and consultants has cost $30.86 per ha

· Aiming to grow 20,000kg DM per hectare, at the moment it is lucky to be 4000kg DM per hectare

· The whole project has cost $3086 per hectare = $975,176 

What is the farmer relying on continuing to make this sort of investment with a degree of confidence?
Pressure mounts on valuable water resources by Rebecca Wood

· Since 1996 there has been an 84% hike in the allocation of ground water in the Ellington area (due to high diary payout)

· Since 1996 there has been a 29% increase in allocation of surface water

· Because of this ‘allolcation’, the water is effectively tied up and not available for other uses.

· Wellington council is not in the business of restricting water, its more about reducing allocation to what people actually need and freeing it for other uses.

Identify how the granting/allocating of water use consents could become ‘tactical’ ie the people may not actually intend using it

$4.7million share offer kick starts new irrigation scheme:

· If resource consents are obtained, farmers will benefit from the irrigation provided by what will be the largest community water enhancement scheme in the country.

· Calculations for the scheme are based on a maximum water demand of 376,000,000 cubic metres per annum for a total irrigatable area of 60,000 ha.

· Central Plains Water Ltd has taken water and it would provide surface water for irrigation between the Rakaia and Waimakariri Rivers.  The water is stored in reservoir in the Malvern Hills.

What are the benefits of using storage dams? Drawbacks?
Water right rejection floors dairy company by Reece

· $18 million farm denied access to aquifer for irrigation

· 560 litres per second would be needed

· Neighbouring farmer was opposed because he was concerned that the water he needed from the aquifer would be unavailable if the new farm was allowed access to the aquifer

What issues are involved in this case?
Irrigation needs met by storage

· Likely to be little further water for irrigation from normal rivers in Canterbury

· The main ground water systems were already fully or over allocated

· Storage sites are scarce and under threat from development.

· Since 1990 most of the growth in irrigation has come from ground water

· In some areas there would not be enough water even with storage

· If irrigation is to continue in Canterbury demand has to be met by storage

What are other potential uses for water already allocated for irrigation?

Fifteen year water consents ‘Not Viable’

· Mid Canterbury former Ross Hewson is disappointed his water consent will only have a 15 year shelf life.

· Previously consents had been given for 35 years but Ross Hewson has only been given 15 years

· Hewson says ‘What I have been given equator to 32 days of irrigation.  There are not many crops you can grow in 32 days”

· He was particularly concerned the new volumetric system was used in granting the consents.

· Which means that he was only granted a certain amount of water.

· The Chertsey zone (near Ashburton) was declared “red” in February this year. (red means that 100% or more of ground water resources has been allocated)

· He was 1 of 22 applications to extract groundwater

Why only allocate water for 15 years?
Irrigation available to North Otago farmers

· The first stage of a $90 million irrigation scheme for the North Otago downlands could be operational for the 2005-2006 season if farmers put their money where their mouths are

· The North Otago Irrigation Company (NOIC) proposes to irrigate 20,000 ha of land in the Waiareka and Kakanui Valley, in two 10,000 ha stages.

· Nearly 100 farmers have registered their interest in the first stage of the scheme.

· The first stage will be funded by issuing shares in the NOIC

· A share in the company costing 1850/ha entitles the shareholder to 0.4 litres a second of water, which provides enough water to supply 24mm/ha weekly

· In addition to issuing shares the NOIC will borrow 30 million for the initial capital through a bank zone, as well as $10 million from Waitaki District Council

· The ball is now in the farmers’ courts and it’s a matter of them finalising their plans and deciding to run with it.

What risks are involved with a scheme like this?
Use of H2O for Irrigation – ban slapped on key farm water source

· Total irrigation ban from Ngaruruoro River in Hawkes Bay

· Flow was 2338 l/second which is under the limit of 2400 l/second

· No rain for the next week so 62 consent holders who use the irrigation will be suffering

· In the past 5 years there had only been a total irrigation ban for 3 days – summer 1999/2000

· 1997 – 1998 irrigation banned for 29 days

What can farmers do to avoid this situation?
