1. What, in your words, is this article about?
2. How does this help New Zealand's exports on the whole?
3. Are there advantages to individual growers to this system/idea?
4. Would these advantages be worth the cost?
	
	

	Food security investment driver
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Food security is now the main driving force behind global agricultural investment, says Greenfield Agribusiness managing director Warren Taylor. 

Blenheim-based Taylor is one of 28 participants in the Food and Agribusiness Marketing Experience (Fame), just back from three weeks looking at markets in China, Denmark and the Netherlands. 

"Last year 15 countries had food riots. If you believe in world population growth - with three billion in 1960, six billion people now, and projections of more than nine billion in 2050 - then you have to believe in agriculture and agricultural investment." 

Taylor says New Zealand's agricultural industry has a huge advantage, but takes its world-class infrastructure and water supplies for granted. 

"We have highly productive land, stable government and title of land. We are world leaders in agricultural innovation and consistently supply high-quality safe products, but we must continue to listen to and understand our consumers' requirements." 

Both he and Ettrick dairy farmer Grant Scott, a Fonterra shareholders councillor, also found the trip strengthened their view NZ should bring in NAIT to keep trace of animals. 

"We must add traceability," Taylor says. "It might not earn us extra money but it will get us into premium markets." 

Scott says food safety is certainly a serious issue. They went to an Albert Heijn supermarket in Amsterdam and talked to the manager and some of his staff. 

"Food safety was a big deal for them." 

Most dairy farmers now have their animals on the LIC database, and over time electronic identification is likely to become more useful. 

It could be used to tell a story about the products we produce, in the same way Icebreaker uses a barcode to trace back to the farm where the wool was produced. 

They also visited a Danish business producing milk-fed veal with a totally closed system where feed was certified. 

"They were using part of it as a safety measure, and part of it as a selling measure. They could be absolutely certain their product was safe."




	


